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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
. August 0, 194.0 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Ohamber, Oity Hall, 
Torrance, California, on Tuesday afternoon, August 6, 1940 .at 
4:35 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire being absent, Councilman Hitchcock moved that 
CounCilman Murray a~t as Mayor Pro Tem until the arrival of Mayor 
McGuire. Councilman Powell seconded the motion. Mayor McGuire 
arrived at 4:36 P.M. and called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, HitchCOCk, Murray, Powell and. McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

Being an adjourned meeting the regular order of business was 
dispensed with. 

A communication was read from the Planning C.ongress of Los 
Angeles County, extending an invitation to the August meeting of 
the ~lanning Congress to be held August 10, 1940 at 12:30 P~M. in 
the Hollywo.Od Riviera Beach Club, Redondo Beach. Those desiring 
to attend the meeting were advised to contact Clerk Bartlett for 
reservatiOl1s. 

A communication was read from the Harbor District Chamber of 
Commerce, extending an invitation to the regular monthly meeting 
to be held August 8, 1940 at 6:30 P.M. at the Potrero Count:ry Club, 
Inglewood, Oalifornia. 

A communication dated August 2, 1940, was read from the Southern 
District Highways Assoc1ation, urging the attendance of as many as 
possible at a meeting of the arterial highway and. land use highway 
committees and direotors of the Southwest District Highways Associa
tion soheduled for August 5, 1940 at 7:30 P.M. at 309 South La Bras 
Avenue, Inglewood for discussion of proposed allocations for highway 
purposes in this area. 

A communication was read from the Southwest D1.strict Highways 
Association, requesting an appropriation for membership in the South
west District J:iighways Association. 

A communication was read from the Metropolitan water District of 
Southern California, inquiring whether or not the City of Torrance 
elects to payout of its municipal funds all or any portion of the 
amount of the Metropolitan Water District tax, which will otherwise 
be levied upon property within the City of Torrance for the. fiscal 
year 194:0-4.1. 
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GouncilmanHitcllcock moved that the Metropolitan Water District 
be noti:f'iedthat - the CIty of Torrance does not desire to pay any 
portion of the Metropolitan Water District tax out of its f'unds for 
the fiscal year 1940-41;. Counci~n Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Edward L. Gutq, 1913 Cabrillo 
Avenue requesting a refUnd of 1940-41 business license paid by 
him for operation of the Southern Inn. _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Clerk Bartlett added that, due to illness, Mr. Guth is compell
ed to give up his business, whioh will be taken over by someone else, 
and that, sinoe the business license has been used only one month 
and is not transferable, the Council would be justified in granting 
the request if it s_o desired. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Mr. Guth's request for refund of 
his 1940-41 business lioense be granted. Councilman Babcoek second
ed the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Regional Planning COmmission 
of the County of Los .Angeles, adVising that s public hearing will be 
held on the proposed adoption of a '"Master Plan of Airports· for the 
County qi' Los Angeles, including incorporated citi8s therein, on 
August 7, 1940 at 2:00 PJ.1. in Room 912~ Civio .Center Building, Los 
Angeles. 

Clerk Bartlett was instructed to obtain a report from The Region
al Planning COmmission on the meeting, since none of the members of 
the Council could arrange to attend the meeting-. 

Clerk Bart.lett stated he had received a telephoniC report from 
Attorney MCCallj- who, had advised that Mr. Asbury of the Asbury 
Rap1d Trans1t System had requested the Railroad Commission to hold 
in abeyanoe the matter of their (Asbury's} application for permit to 
operate busses between Torranoe and Los Angeles until the Railroad 
Commission has passed on the petition of the City of Gardena for a 
re-heering, whioh petition was filed by Gardena after the deoision 
of the Railroad CommiSSion which granted to Asbury Rapid Transit 
System a permit under certain conditions, was rendered. 

Clerk Bartlett reported that a representative from the Board of 
Equal:L-zat1on had ~alled at the office and made inquiry as to the 
three busses now ope-rat1ng as the City of Torrane8 BllS Line, Com
menting on the fact that the license plates carried by the busses 
showed no Board of Equalization license plates. The re-presentative 
had deolared that in the event the busses followed a route which at 
anypo1nt traversed County territory, it Will be necessary for the 
Ci ty of Torrance to apply for license from the Board of Equalizati on 
and to pay said Boari 3\1 on ea.oh dollar of revenue received by the 
City Bus L1ne. 

Olerk Bartlett presented a suggested form of ordinance prohi
biting trespassing and loitering in the protection of vital indust ... 
ries and util1ties, drawn by League of California Cities - national 
defense program and referred same to the Ordinanoe Committee. 

An invitation to the Torranoe Municipal Band to participate in 
the Wilmington Fiesta Assoc1ation Parade August 24, 1940 was present
ed. 

Aetion on this matter deferred until the next regular meeting, 
Clerk Bartlett to contact the Band in the meantime and ascertain 
whether or not they desire to participate in the event. 

Clerk Bartlett presented. Specifio.at10ns for materials for Act or 
1927 Munioipal Improvement District No.1 of the City of Torrance, 
together with the !'lotiO-e 1nvi ting BidS, said b1d.s to be opened at 
5:00 P.M., August 20, 1940. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Clerk be authar.'ized to ad
vertise for bids for water Department ¥Steriels and to cause to be 
published Notice Inviting Bids for same. Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: BabDck, Hitchoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. N<B:S: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. ' 

A communication was read from the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United states, advising that the Convention Corporation, 
responsible for financing the 41st National Convention of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, schedules for Los Angeles, August 25 ... 30, 
l~40, has appOinted Dan Holmgren its representative in arranging 
for Charity Bazaars, proceeds of Wilieh go 100% to the Los Angeles 
Veterans of Fareign Wars Convention Corporation. The support and 
cooperation of the Council was urged. Two representatives of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars who were present were asked to give fur
ther details, but did not volunteer enough additional information 
to justify action at this time. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be held over until 
the next meeting to allow t1me to invest1gate further. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimOUisly. 

Councilman Murray moved that Councilman Powell be granted a 
leave of absence for the balance of the month, beginning August 7 
and ending August 31, 1940. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Councilman Murray moved that an appropriation Of not to exceed 
$270.00 be made for swings and s11des for the playgrounds. Council
man Babcock seoonded the mot1on, Which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, H1tchco,ck, Murrq, 
Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hi tchcook moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $195.00 be made for materials to repair 168th Street from 
Cherry Street to the west end. Councilman BaboOOlk seoonded the 
motion, which waa oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcmck, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitohoock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exoead $157.63 be made for alley repair between Arlington Avenue 
and Grameroy Avenue east and west, and between Carson Street and 
Plaza Del Amo Street north and south. Counoilman Murray seoonded 
the motion, which was oarried by the following roll oall vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchoook, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock asked Clerk Bartlett how many copies of the 
suggested form of ordinance prohibiting trespassing and loitering 
for the protection of industries vital to national defense were 
available, to which Clerk Bartlett advised he had ordered five oopies. 

Mr. Dale Riley, Superintendant of Recreation Department, present
ed a request for Mr. C. A. Benzel for use or the Munio.ipa1 Park from 
August 31 to September 2, HI 40 , inclusive, for a ~oamporal" to be 
oonduoted by the Modern WoG.Umen of America. ' 

Counoilman IUtohoock moved that the request be granted. Coun
oilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchoook, Murray, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOBS: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 
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One of the gentlemen representing the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
addressed the Council again at this time, requesting the Council to 
rescind its action taken earlier in the meeting and act favorably. 
He said the bazaar would consist of a tango game and other similar 
activities. He added that arr~ngements had been made to pay all 
indebtedness of the Moose Lodge of Torrance. . 

A Short period of disoussion followed, but no further action 
was taken. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$40:)..70 be made for purchase of 1 12" Clayto~ Pressure Reducing 
Valve, 150# Flanged Type for the water Company, to be paid from 
the Bond Fund. Oaunci~an Murray seconded the mo~ian, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI LMEN: 
Babcook, Hitchcook, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
$4'ill.5l be made for 2 12" List 13, double disc, non-rising stem, 
flanged gate valves, open left with hand wheel, · AWWA specifioations, 
and 2 12" List 13, double diSC, non-rising stem. square bottom gate 
valves. open left with hand wheel, AnA specifioations for the water 
Department. Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll 06011 vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook. 
Hitchoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT. COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that an appropriatio.n of not to exceed 
$137.18 be made for 2 12" Dayton Oouplings tor 12" C'as.·t Iron Plp~ 
150#; lOO(}/{ caulking lead; 10006 .rute . long staple; 1 12ft BBB-Y 
AWWA. ~ecifications for the Water Department to be" paid .. from the 
Bond Fund .. C'ouncilman Powell seoonded the motion, . w.lmit1h was o,arried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock. 
Hi tchcoak, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$328.&2 be made for 115ft. Adapt.er Spigot and flanged, 24" long; 
1 12tt. Adapt~r Spigot and flaneed 24" long; 1 12tt. Adapter Spigot 
and flanged, 40? long. 2 12" Adapters, strai{f;ht and flanged, 12" 
long; 3 12" Bends 34 degree bell and S1Pigot cast iron AWWAi 4 12" 
Bends, 22-i degrees bell and spigot cast iron AWWA; 1 10" X 12" 
X 12" all bell Y ADA specifications for the water DepartI:nent, to 
be paid from the Bond Fun<i. Counoilman Powell seconded the motion. 
Which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, Hit choock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOE..S~ OOUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to excee<i 
$405.73 be made for 1. loft 1501 Doubl.e diso, non-rising stem, flanged. 
ga te valva, wi th spur gears and grease box, open lef t wi th hand 
wheel, AfiA speo,lf1oationsj 212ft List 13, double diso, non-ris~ng 

. stem, hub end, gate valves, open leI't with nut, AWWA specifications 
for the water Department, to be paid frOID the Bond Fund. Council
man Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried , by the following 
roll o,all vote: AYES: ' COUNCILMEN: Eabcook, Hi tchcook, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEl-.'T: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the ao,tion taken earliar in 
the meeting to hold over the matter of the bazaar being arranged 
by the veterans of Foreign Wars August 25-$Q, l'il40 for further 
investigation be rescinded. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. 



Counoilman Hit.chcock moved that, due to the fact that the 
City of Torrance will obviously not derive any benefit from the 
bazaar being arranged by the Veterans of Foreign Wars August .25-
30, 1940, the request of the Organization for support be refused. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, Which was carried by the 
following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Hi tohocck, 
Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor MeGuire asked Counoilman Powell Whether or not he had 
received a letter advising of the League of California Cities meet
ing in San Diego Sel'ltemloer 1&, 1940. He said he had not, but would 
be unable to attend, as the School term begins on the date. 

Counoilman Hi t-ohcock moved all bllls propa.rly audited be paid. 
Councilman Baboock seoonded the motion, which was carried by the. 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchoock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 5:2& P.M., upon motion of Counoilman Bal;>oock. seoonded by 
Counoilman Hitohcock, the meeting adjourned. 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Clerk of'theC tyOi'TOi"i8ii(i8 

Torrance, California 
August 13, 1940 

The C1ty Council of the C1ty of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday evening, August l~, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the rOll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Hi tohcOCk, Murray and MaGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: Powell. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet-
1ng held July 23, 1940 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting ~eld 
August 0,1940 be approved as writ.ten. Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read tram the Lawndale Civic Association, 
requesting an investigatiQa of stop s1gn on Prairie Avenue at l74th 
Street with the view 01' having it removed. 

Mayor McGuire requested Clerk Bartlett to forward a communi
cation to the Lawndale Civic Association, adVising that the sign 
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